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Overview and Summary

Human trafficking is an international issue that’s growing. Selling children, women, and also vulnerable men 
for domestic labor, agricultural labor, factory labor, and the sex trade has remained invisible for many 
decades. It’s only in the past few years that this issue has come to the attention of the media and to the 
attention of caring people around the world. Trafficking of human persons is an issue with economic, 
political, social, medical, and moral implications.

In response to the international mandate of the Sisters of the Divine Savior in 2002 to address the issue of 
trafficking, the US Province of the Sisters of the Divine Savior (SDS) established a national Anti-Trafficking 
Committee that includes Salvatorian Sisters, Salvatorian Priests and Brothers, and Lay Salvatorians. 
Several individual Salvatorians have made this issue a focus of full-time or part-time ministry. In 2006, the 
Salvatorians officially launched SAVE: Salvatorians Advocacy for Victims of Exploitation, an umbrella 
program coordinating efforts in response to the issue of human trafficking and slavery. Today, thousands
regularly receive Stop Trafficking!, a publicly available, electronically published magazine edited by Sister 
Jean Shafer, SDS. Thousands more, from across the world, have visited the Slavery website, hosted by the 
Sisters of the Divine Savior at www.sdssisters.org/slavery. 

In early Fall, 2004, the Milwaukee Regional Board planned and hosted a three hour interactive, multi-media 
seminar designed to increase awareness on the issue of human trafficking, with a focus on how it exists 
right here in the United States. This “Awareness Seminar” is now available nationally. It’s entitled “Slavery 
in 2007?” and it offers people across the country an opportunity to engage, alongside others from their local 
area, in reflection, dialogue, and learning. Once participants have participated in an Awareness Seminar, or 
if they’ve developed an understanding and awareness of the issue in some other way, our new interactive 
“Action Seminar” allows participants to consider various types of personal, group, and systemic actions and 
create a personal plan for response to the trafficking issue.

For both seminars, an interactive format allows participants to engage in reflection and to move toward 
action. Seminars can be scheduled for a group of any size; we’ve successfully worked with audiences from 
10 to 750. Typically, hosts hold the Awareness Seminar followed by the Action Seminar. Due to the subject 
matter, these seminars are most appropriate for mature high school age people and older. Mixed groups, 
including people from local parishes, schools, colleges, other religious communities, and other faith 
communities work particularly well.

When you host a Seminar, we provide:
�ƒ Speaker/ Facilitator: S. Patrice Colletti, SDS
�ƒ Multimedia presentation with facilitated discussion for a three hour (Awareness Seminar) or a two

to two and a half hour (Action Seminar) time block,
�ƒ A guided reflection to close if you wish/ if appropriate to your audience (you may also provide your 

own- just let us know),
�ƒ Flyer ideas you can use for pre-seminar marketing (sample attached). You make the copies.
�ƒ Camera ready evaluation form for use by participants immediately after the seminar. You make the 

copies.
�ƒ Camera ready 2-side handout for participants to take home. You make the copies.
�ƒ Free unlimited downloads of information from our website for all participants,
�ƒ We can also bring the laptop computer, or we can use yours if it uses Windows XP, has a USB 2.0 

port,has up-to-date Real Media and Quicktimeinstalled, and can connect to your DLP projector.
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We ask you, as host, to please provide:
�‰ Digital projector (DLP) to connect to the computer, 
�‰ Microphone/speaker (a wireless microphone is best, since we want to be able to pass it around during the 

facilitated of discussion)
�‰ Room with chairs or tables and chairs (movable chairs are best as we will work in small groups)
�‰ Projection screen
�‰ Table for computer/ projector set up
�‰ Extension cord
�‰ Person to handle your email and phone registrations.
�‰ Copies of two-sided handout 
�‰ Copies of evaluations,

We also ask that the sponsoring group:
�‰Provides refreshments of your choice before the presentation and during a mid-session break.
�‰Arranges for and covers the cost of a sign language interpreter, since Sister Patrice, who is deaf, will need 

one in order to effectively facilitate the discussion. S. Patrice can assist you in locating someone to hire 
locally.

�‰Cover S. Patrice’s transportation and housing costs. Typically, this includes either airline costs, car rental 
costs, or, if she uses her own car, reimbursement of mileage costs. S. Patrice is willing to stay in local 
homes or convents to help you keep your lodging costs down.

Donations to S.A.V.E.: We invite your group, or the participants in the seminar, to make a donation to the work of 
the Salvatorians on this critical issue. Most sponsoring groups donate $500 for the half-day and $1,000 for the full 
day (or two half-days) seminar. It’s up to you how you raise the funds to cover this donation. Many groups collect 
“registration fees” from participants to offset this cost. Other sponsoring groups invite all participants to make a 
donation directly. By donating directly to the work of the Salvatorians on human trafficking, your group is taking 
relevant action in response to this issue, and creating change in the lives of women, children, and vulnerable men.

A Sample* Schedule (Awareness Seminar- 3 hours followed by Action Seminar- 2 hours):

8:30 Registration/Refreshments 10:50 Causes of Trafficking and Slavery
9:00 Welcome (by hosts) and introduction of 

speaker
11:05 Video- Child Sex Trade

And small group discussion
9:10 Orientation to the day 11:35 What can be done?
9:15 “What is slavery?” 11:45 Explanation of evaluation process
9:20 Video clip and small group discussion 11:50 Closing prayer and evaluation process
9:45 True stories Noon Opportunity for free-will offering; submit 

donations/ get handout
9:50 Video clips and discussion 12-1:30 Lunch (on own or host provides)
10:25 Quiet reflection 1:30-3:20 Action Seminar
10:30 Break/Refreshments Video clips, discussion, planning

3:20 Evaluation Process and closing prayer

*This schedule will vary. We are able and willing to work closely with you to tailor the seminars to your 
unique needs.  To date, our success has been superb. We’ve met the needs of participants in Arizona, 
Florida, Illinois, Wisconsin, and North Dakota, from universities, parishes, community centers, high schools, 
seminaries, religious education programs, and religious communities. We’re confident we can work with 
you to meet your needs, as well. 
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How to Schedule a Seminar: 

The Awareness Seminar: Slavery in 2009?is a three hour seminar, including interaction, videos, discussion, 
informational input, reflection, and prayer (if appropriate to your audience). This format has been well tested, across 
several sites/audiences, and has consistently worked well. The Action Seminaris a two to 2.5 hour seminar, also 
including interaction, small group work, reflection, and prayer (if appropriate to your audience).

Both of these seminars can be shortened by ½ hour (to a total of 2.5 hours for the Awareness Seminar and 1.5 hours 
for the Action Seminar) but this will require omitting one full section on and will skew the focus toward primarily 
trafficking and the sex trade. Before you decide to shorten seminars, please note: during our pilot of the three hour 
seminar, eighty people attended a Saturday, 9-noon session and noneindicated that the three hour time block was 
“too long.” More than 160 people participated in Phoenix/Tucson, and 100% indicated that their time was “very well 
spent.” Because of the multi-method presenting style and high levels of participation, the time moves quickly and is 
well utilized.

Taken together, or separately, these seminars are appropriate for most mature high school aged students as well as 
most adults. Seminars can be sponsored by any group; the “host” group will need to be on site to host the event and 
do the setup, refreshments, evaluation collection, etc.

These seminars are designed as an event to which the host group can invite others. In fact, they work best when you
invite: your parishioners, those with whom you minister, other local parishes, people from other faith communities, 
local Catholic or other religious high schools, parents and confirmation group students from parishes, etc. You should 
also consider extending an invitation to local clinic staff, local social service agency staff, homeless shelters, and 
local law enforcement. The learning processes work best if there is a mix of men and women, young and old, from 
different cultural backgrounds.

It’s up to you whether or not to charge a registration fee.

How to Schedule a Seminar:

Best: Saturdays, 9 am- noon and/or 1:30-3:30(If overnight accommodation is needed, S. Patrice would arrive 
Friday afternoon or evening and return Sunday morning or afternoon)

Second Best: A morning, or afternoon (if necessary, S. Patrice would arrive the evening before and depart early the 
next morning) or evening, preferably a Friday or Sunday.

1. Please select at least three (3) preferred dates and timesfor your seminar. S. Patrice is scheduling up to 
two years into the future, but it’s worth a try to propose dates coming soon.

2. Identify a location. “Theater” seating is suitable, but movable chairs or chairs/tables are perfectbecause of 
the discussions and group activities integrated in both seminars.

3. Determine how many people you think you can attract. (There is no real minimum; S. Patrice can easily 
work with groups of up to 100.She’s even worked with groups as large as 750. However, an estimate is 
helpful, since size of the group will help shape the seminar activities and schedule.)

4. Work with S. Patrice directly. Email is best: patricecolletti@sbcglobal.net  . Share your proposed 
dates/times and the estimated number of people you’re aiming to include.

5. S. Patrice will get back to you directly via email to confirm a date.
6. S. Patrice will also give you information on who to call in your area regarding hiring a sign language 

interpreter.
7. Work out travel and housing arrangements.
8. Schedule the interpreter at last 3 weeks prior to the seminar itself.
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SAMPLE OF ADVERTISING FLYER USED IN PAST YEARS:
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INFO FOR BACK OF FLYER:
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ANOTHER SAMPLE DEVELOPED FOR SEMINAR IN ARIZONA IN 2005:
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BACK OF FLYER DEVELOPED FOR ARIZONA:


